[Osteocalcin in chronic alcoholism].
In order to investigate the mechanism by which the inorganic content of the bone is reduced in chronic alcoholism, the authors assayed osteocalcin in 60 chronic alcoholics. The level was significantly lower than in control subjects. There was no significant difference between levels in cirrhotics and in non-cirrhotic alcoholics. There was a negative correlation between osteocalcin and gamma GT levels. There was no correlation between osteocalcin and blood calcium, blood phosphorus, ALAT, ASAT, alkaline phosphatase, 5'-nucleotidase, albumin or bilirubin levels, or with the prothrombin time. These results suggest a direct impact of alcohol on the osteoblast.